Hustler WP

Director’s Statement

Although the story in 'Hustler WP' is complete fiction, the characters are inspired by two real people I met here in New York.  I had decided to make a short with the narrative that is used in the film, but wasn't quite excited about it because, as fun as it was, I would always get to the end of the script as think, "so?"

Then one night at a bar I found myself talking to this young guy who would say the most racist things and talk about how he and a friend of his would get beaten up in the projects.  I wasn't sure but I thought I knew his friend and the guy is black.  This really confused me.  I talked to the guy later and sure enough, they were buddies.

This really intrigued me for a long time and I felt that I should make a film about these guys, so on a wild idea, I plugged these characters into the pre-existing narrative, and suddenly the film was about something.  It was still the fun comedic romp of a couple of queer punks through New York’s Chelsea District that I wanted, but underneath it became about the strong bonds of an unlikely friendship in the face of an intolerant ideology.

